
From: Lynn Simpson <lsimpson_5@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 6, 2025 10:20:37 AM 
To: keskin.hasan@tarimorman.gov.tr <keskin.hasan@tarimorman.gov.tr> 
Cc: M. Boada <m.boada@awf-tsb.org>; olga.kikou@aa-ft.org <olga.kikou@aa-ft.org>; 
Gabriel Paun <gabriel.paun@animalsinternational.org> 
Subject: Critical Animal welfare issue on the livestock carrier MV Spiridon 2  

  

Dr Lynn Simpson 

BSc, BVMS, MVSc 

Victoria, Australia 

November 6th ,2025 

 

Dear Hasan Keskin, 

Yesterday we – Animal Welfare Foundation (AWF), Animals International (AI), Animal 
advocacy and food transition (AA-FT) and myself (Dr Lynn Simpson) – were made aware 
of the unfolding critical situation with the Livestock Carrier MV Spiridon 2. 

May I please bring to your attention a few points of grave concern regarding the current 
critical animal welfare issue concerning the delay in unloading the surviving cattle (2901 
live cattle – 48 mortalities), that currently are on the MV Spiridon 2 at the anchorage of 
Bandirma Port in Türkiye.  

Together, AWF, AI, AA-FT and I, are trying to raise awareness of the gravity of the current 
situation for the cattle that remain on the , MV Spiridon 2.  

I am an Australian Veterinarian, who has had a career in live animal export providing care 
to animals at sea. As such I have provided advice on such scenarios. I have 
accompanied and completed 57 long distance voyages from Australia to the Middle 
East, Turkiye, Russia, and Libya as a shipboard Veterinarian caring for livestock at sea. 

We have been alerted to the plight of these cattle stuck on the ship after what we believe 
is already 47 days at sea. May we please request that any efforts required are made to 
enable the immediate unloading of the surviving cattle. 

Our understanding is that the issue is around an ear tag problem. If this is so, then could 
the animals that have the correct ear tags be unloaded to provide more space and 
provision availability for the other cattle in question while the issue is sorted out? 

The transportation of animals by sea, especially over such a long distance from Uruguay 
to Turkyie is one that causes enormous fatigue and stress to live animals, weakening 
their bodies and immune systems.  
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The environment on the ship also rapidly becomes uncomfortable and can cause 
injuries if they remain on it for too long. 

It is my experience that provisions of fodder, bedding and fresh water are likely to be low 
or non existent at this point with an unexpectedly extended voyage.  

The risk of starvation of these animals will be high unless more provisions can be 
provided as soon as possible.  

Also my experience is that the reverse osmosis cannot reliably produce fresh water due 
to the nature of particulate matter in the water closer to the coast compared to in deep 
ocean. My suspicion is that water supplies will be very low or questionable in quality if 
made at anchor. 

These animals are probably in dire need of both renewed feed and fresh water supplies- 
both of which would be best provided on land with more space for these animals to rest. 

Currently the global spotlight is on animal welfare and it would be great to see these 
animals back on land as soon as possible to reduce any further harm, suffering or 
mortalities. 

For the sake of the animals please help facilitate their swift unloading. 

 

Your assistance in this situation would be most appreciated,  

thank you in advance. 

 

Sincerely 

 

Dr Lynn Simpson  

Dr Maria Boada-Sana -Animal Welfare Foundation 

Dr Olga Kikou - Animal Advocacy and Food Transition 

Mr Gabriel Paun - Animals International 

 


