
13 November 2025 
 

To: 
Director General, Dr Emmanuelle Soubeyran 
 
Copy: 
Sub-Regional Representation in Brussels 
Tomasz Grudnik 

 
 

Subject: Urgent request for WOAH action regarding critical animal welfare 
situation aboard MV Spiridon II 

 

Dear Director General, 

We, Animal Welfare Foundation (AWF), Animal Advocacy & Food Transition, Animals International, and 
Dr Lynn Simpson, wish to draw your urgent attention to a severe and ongoing animal welfare crisis aboard 
the livestock carrier MV Spiridon II. 

The vessel, currently anchored off Bandırma Port, Türkiye, has now been at sea for 56 days (as of 13 
November 2025) while transporting 2,901 live cattle from Uruguay. We understand that at least 48 
animals have already perished during this prolonged voyage, and that the surviving cattle remain 
confined onboard due to unresolved administrative complications reportedly related to ear tag 
discrepancies. 

Despite repeated efforts to find a solution, the situation remains unchanged. We understand that Türkiye 
is unlikely to unload any animals, even for humane euthanasia, as this would be considered both 
logistically risky and financially burdensome. The ship remains at anchorage and has not returned to port 
since briefly receiving limited supplies of fodder last Sunday. 

This situation now represents not only a critical animal welfare emergency but also a serious biosecurity 
and public health concern: 

• The vessel cannot be cleaned or disinfected at its current anchorage position. 
• Sewage and waste are accumulating daily, and the crew has no means of disposing of carcasses. 
• The decomposing remains of dead animals onboard are generating unsanitary and dangerous 

conditions for both the surviving cattle and the crew. 
• The animals are confined in a stagnant, contaminated atmosphere, unable to breathe fresh air or 

escape the stress of decaying carcasses nearby. 

It is therefore reasonable to conclude that the surviving animals are under extreme distress, suffering 
from heat stress, exhaustion, dehydration, and exposure to unhygienic and potentially toxic conditions. 

Given WOAH’s global mandate to promote animal health and welfare, and in light of the organization’s 
standards on animal transport and emergency management, we respectfully request that WOAH: 



1. Urgently engage with Turkish authorities to verify the current status of the animals aboard MV 
Spiridon 2. 

2. Urge immediate veterinary assessment and intervention to ensure the animals’ welfare and to 
protect public and crew health. 

3. Encourage the responsible authorities to authorize the prompt unloading or humane euthanasia 
of the animals under proper veterinary supervision. 

4. Assess and advise on the serious environmental and disease risks arising from prolonged waste 
and carcass accumulation on board. 

This case highlights once again the systemic risks of long-distance live animal transport by sea, 
particularly when animals remain stranded due to administrative or trade complications. It also 
underscores the need for clear international mechanisms to prevent or mitigate such welfare disasters. 

We trust that WOAH’s leadership in animal welfare will be instrumental in ensuring that the MV Spiridon 
2 crisis is addressed with the urgency and transparency it demands. 

We thank you sincerely for your attention to this matter and remain at your disposal for any further 
information or documentation that may assist your intervention. 

With sincere thanks, 
 
Dr. Olga Kikou  
on behalf of:  
 
Animal Welfare Foundation 
Animal Advocacy & Food Transition 
Animals International 
Dr Lynn Simpson 


