
 
 

To: 

Director General, Dr Emmanuelle Soubeyran, WOAH 

Director General De Sericios Ganaderos, Dr. Marcelo Rodriguez Irazoqui, Uruguay 

General Director of Food and Control, Dr. Ahmet Gümen, Türkiye 

Official Delegate of WOAH, Dr.Damitoti Yempabou, Togo 

 

Copy: 

WOAH Representation in Brussels, Dr.Tomasz Grudnik 

EU Commission, DG SANTE, Dr. A. Gavinelli 

 

         28th November 2025 

 

Subject: Animal suffering on the MV Spiridon II and lack of compliance with WOAH 

standards 

Dear Director General of WOAH, Dear Delegates of WOAH Member countries of Türkiye, 

Uruguay and Togo, 

In our letter dated 13 November, we requested WOAHs intervention in the tragedy involving 

2,900 cattle transported from Uruguay to Turkey on the MV Spiridon II. We trust that you 

were attempting to mediate between the WOAH members of Turkey and Uruguay in order to 

find a solution that would benefit the animals, who have been suffering on board the vessel 

for weeks.  

According to our information, the animals were finally unloaded in Libya after two months on 

board the vessel. However, hundreds of animals died and many more are surely in a very 

poor condition.  

WOAH plays a key role as the sole international organisation for animal health and welfare. 

Furthermore, WOAH's Member Countries have decided to provide stronger guarantees for 

animal health, animal welfare and the safety of food of animal origin.  

Contrary to this, exporters from Uruguay ignored the 'General principles on the identification 

and traceability of live animals' in the Terrestrial Health Code (Chapter 4.1), which poses a 

serious threat to animal and human health. The welfare crisis has escalated because the 

provisions for the transport of animals by sea (Chapter 7.2) have been ignored by Uruguay, 

Turkey and Togo (the flag state of the vessel).  



 
 

The chronology of animal suffering on the MV Spiridon II 

MV Spiridon II (IMO 7311329), a 52-year-old livestock carrier flying the Togolese flag: 

- departed Montevideo on 20 September 2025 carrying approximately 2,900 cattle, of 

which around half were reportedly pregnant,  

- arrived at Bandırma, Türkiye, on 22 October 2025 and remained on board the vessel 

for 23 days, 

- granted exceptional port entry on 9 November 2025 to load feed for the animals, 

- departed Türkiye on 14 November 2024 with destination Uruguay, 

- arrived at Benghazi, Libya, on 21 November 2025, 

- between 22 and 23 November 2025, around 2,700 live cattle were unloaded at 

Benghazi Port. 

- departed Benghazi on 24 November 2025,  

- arrived 27 November in Beirut, officially empty. 

Turkish court documents dated 13 November 2025 indicate that the importation of 469 

animals not listed on the selection/control lists was denied. The authorities have also 

confirmed the deaths of 58 cattle during the journey to Turkey and refused the import of the 

animals.  

The animals had been on board the vessel for two months and there was evidence that they 

had been in extreme distress, suffering from exhaustion, hunger, dehydration and exposure 

to unhygienic conditions. Pregnant cattle had misscarriages, gave birth, but their calves died 

in these devastating conditions.   

According to some sources, approximately 200 adult animals have died, 58 deaths were 

officially confirmed by the Turkish authorities. In addition, several newborn calves also died 

— at least 90 are missing from the 150 officially recorded births.  

As no dead cattle were found on board upon arrival at the Port of Benghazi, it is reasonable 

to conclude that the bodies of several hundreds of cattle and calves were discharged into the 

Mediterranean Sea, in violation of the MARPOL Convention.  

 

Lack of compliance with WOAH standards 

Chapter 7.2, Article 7.2.3 of WOAHs Terrestrial Health Code underscores the joint 

responsibility of all parties involved in transport by sea to ensure the health, welfare and the 

ethical treatment of animals transported by sea. Exporters, importers, owners of animals, 

shipping companies, masters of vessels, veterinarians as well as competent authorities in the 

exporting and importing countries are jointly responsible for the general health of the 

animals and their fitness for the journey and their overall welfare during the journey. 

 



 
 

The following responsibilities are emphasised: choosing appropriate vessels; developing and 

maintaining up-to-date contingency plans to address emergencies; providing appropriate 

food, water and ventilation; and disposing of carcasses in accordance with international law.  

In the event of a refusal of the importing Country, Article 7.2.11 provides detailed guidance 

on the appropriate actions: 

1. The welfare of the animals should be the first consideration in the event of a refusal to 

import. 

2. When animals have been refused import, the Competent Authority of the importing 

country should make available suitable isolation facilities to allow the unloading of 

animals from a vessel and their secure holding, without posing a risk to the health of 

the national herd, pending resolution of the situation.  

3. In the event that the animals are required to remain on the vessel, the priorities 

should be: 

a. The Competent Authority of the importing country should allow provisioning 

of the vessel with water and feed as necessary. 

d. The Competent Authority of the importing country should provide access to 

allow continued assessment of the ongoing health and other aspects of the 

welfare of the animals, and the necessary actions to deal with any issues 

which arise. 

e. If the matter cannot be urgently resolved, the Competent Authorities of 

the exporting and importing countries should call on the OIE to mediate. 

4. The OIE should utilise its informal procedure for dispute mediation to identify a 

mutually agreed solution which will address the animal health and welfare issues in a 

timely manner. 

The situation on the MV Spiridon II is yet another example of stakeholders — including 

exporters, importers, vessel operators, the captain, and the Uruguayan authorities — failing 

to comply with the documentation requirements for animal identification and traceability, as 

well as the health and welfare requirements for animals before and during the journey.  

The Turkish authorities refused to import 2,900 cattle and did not attempt to unload the 

animals onto quarantine stables to ensure their wellbeing.  

The Togolese authorities, under whose jurisdiction the MV Spiridon II falls, did not intervene 

to end the animals' suffering.  

All responsible stakeholders failed to implement an emergency plan for the animals on 

board, and all of the WOAH member countries involved ignored the Terrestrial Animal Health 

Code that they had adopted. WOAH was also unable to find a solution to address the animal 

welfare and health issues in a timely manner.  

https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2018/en_glossaire.htm#terme_autorite_competente
https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2018/en_glossaire.htm#terme_pays_importateur
https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2018/en_glossaire.htm#terme_pays_importateur
https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2018/en_glossaire.htm#terme_chargement_dechargement
https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2018/en_glossaire.htm#terme_vehicule_navire
https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2018/en_glossaire.htm#terme_cheptel
https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2018/en_glossaire.htm#terme_vehicule_navire
https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2018/en_glossaire.htm#terme_autorite_competente
https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2018/en_glossaire.htm#terme_pays_importateur
https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2018/en_glossaire.htm#terme_vehicule_navire
https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2018/en_glossaire.htm#terme_aliment
https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2018/en_glossaire.htm#terme_autorite_competente
https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2018/en_glossaire.htm#terme_pays_importateur
https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2018/en_glossaire.htm#terme_autorite_competente
https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2018/en_glossaire.htm#terme_pays_exportateur
https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2018/en_glossaire.htm#terme_pays_importateur


 
 

Conclusions and request 

The importance of adopting international standards for animal health and welfare cannot be 

overstated. However, if these standards are not implemented by WOAH Member Countries, 

they are useless.  

Dear Director General of WOAH, Dear WOAH delegates of Uruguay, Türkiye and Togo,  

the crisis aboard the MV Spiridon II is one of many welfare disasters that have occurred in 

recent years, leaving thousands of animals in distress and pain. Examples include the cattle 

on the Elbeik and Karim Allah, which were confined to the vessels for three months in 2021; 

the 69 pregnant heifers that suffered and died on board trucks at the Turkish border due to 

health issues; and the Spanish bulls that were stranded in Tanger and suffering on board a 

truck for several weeks due to tax issues.  

These cases highlight the systemic risks of transporting live animals over long distances 

between different countries, exposing them to complex administrative issues and trade 

problems on an international scale.  

We are asking WOAH to  

- investigate this crisis with the urgency and transparency it demands and  

- to establish clear international mechanisms to prevent or mitigate such welfare 

disasters. 

As a moral imperative, Uruguay, Türkiye and Togo as well as other Member countries of 

WOAH involved in the live trade of animals should  

- implement the minimum international standards of the Terrestrial Animal Health 

Code into their legal framework and enforce them,  

- or cease trading live animals.  

- They should also have the necessary infrastructure and facilities to deal with stranded 

animals as part of crisis prevention measures. 

 

With sincere thanks,  

Maria Boada-Saña 

On behalf of Animal Welfare Foundation e.V. and Tierschutzbund Zürich 

 

 

 

 

http://www.animal-welfare-foundation.org/
http://www.tierschutzbund-zuerich.ch/

