6 November 2025

To:

Animal Welfare Unit

Head, Mr. Andrea Gavinelli
Deputy Head, Ms Lucie Carrouee
DG SANTE

European Commission

Subject: Urgent request for EU action regarding critical animal welfare situation aboard MV
Spiridon 2
Dear Andrea, dear Lucie,

We, Animal Welfare Foundation (AWF), Animal Advocacy & Food Transition, Animals International, and
Dr Lynn Simpson, wish to draw your urgent attention to a critical and ongoing animal welfare crisis aboard
the livestock carrier MV Spiridon 2.

We have been informed that the vessel, currently anchored at Bandirma Port, Tirkiye, has been at sea
for approximately 47 days, transporting 2,901 live cattle from Uruguay. We understand that at least 48
animals have already perished during this voyage and that the surviving cattle remain confined onboard
due to administrative complications reportedly related to ear tag discrepancies.

This situation poses an acute risk of further suffering and mortality among the remaining animals. After
such an extended journey, the cattle are likely to be in severely weakened condition, suffering from
fatigue, heat stress, and dehydration. Supplies of fodder, bedding, and potable water are, by this stage,
almost certainly depleted. It is known that reverse osmosis systems on vessels cannot consistently
produce sufficient fresh water when operating close to shore, further endangering the welfare of the
animals.

In light of these circumstances, we respectfully request that the European Commission, through DG
SANTE, take all possible diplomatic and technical steps to facilitate the immediate unloading of the
surviving cattle. Even if only those with compliant identification can be disembarked at first, this would
alleviate overcrowding and allow the remaining animals better access to limited resources.

While we recognise that this incident falls outside the direct jurisdiction of the European Union, we believe
there are compelling reasons for DG SANTE and the Commission to act:

Alignment with EU animal welfare commitments: The EU is a global leader in promoting high animal
welfare standards. Supporting efforts to prevent further suffering in this case would be consistent with
the EU’s ongoing animal welfare work and with the objectives of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union (Article 13).

Proximity and relevance to the EU’s trade partners: The vessel is currently in a neighbouring country that
is an important trading partner of the EU. Many of the companies involved in live animal transport operate
within the EU or under EU-linked regulatory frameworks. The EU therefore has both a moral and
reputational interest in ensuring that live animal transport associated with European entities meets
humane standards.



Evidence of systemic problems in live animal exports: This case highlights once again the inherent risks
and welfare challenges associated with long-distance sea transport of live animals. The Commission’s
engagement here would signal the EU’s ongoing commitment to reviewing and addressing these systemic
issues, as acknowledged in the current revision of the Animal Transport Regulation.

We therefore urge DG SANTE to use its channels of communication and cooperation, whether through
the EU Delegation in Ankara, coordination with the WOAH, or engagement with Turkish authorities, to
ensure that the surviving animals are promptly unloaded, provided with feed and water, and given
veterinary assessment.

We deeply appreciate the Commission’s ongoing commitment to improving animal welfare globally and
trust that you will give this urgent matter your attention. Any assistance you can provide to help resolve
this crisis swiftly would be most appreciated.

With sincere thanks,
Olga Kikou

on behalf of Animal Welfare Foundation, Animal Advocacy & Food Transition, Animals International, and
Dr Lynn Simpson



